Tips for Good Study Habits in Math
1. Look over the new lesson material ahead of time (the night before).  Read the lesson and formulate some questions about the material to be covered.
2. If permitted, use a highlighter to mark the text, and pencil to make notes in the margin.  Mark important information as well as areas of confusion that need to be cleared up.

3. Come to class prepared with textbook, paper, sharpened pencils, calculator and all necessary supplies.

4. Keep your math notebook organized.  Check it before class and at the end of each day.  You should have a section for mathematical formulas and class notes, example problems, homework, handouts and whatever else the teacher specifies.
5. Sit as close to the front of the class as possible in order to have a clear view of the teacher and the problems that she works out.
6. Stay alert in class.  Do not let yourself get distracted.  Listen carefully to the teacher and maintain eye contact when not reading from the text or writing.

7. Copy down all example problems that the teacher works out.  They are all important.  Refer back to these problems when completing your homework; they are the pattern that you follow for similar problems.
8. If there are any concepts that the teacher did not clearly explain, ask her to please explain it again.  He or she will most likely take another approach in explaining which should clear it up.

9. Begin your homework as soon as possible, while the new information is fresh in your mind.  Remember it does not get easier by waiting, only more challenging.

10. Work all the problems assigned and try some extra problems for the more challenging concepts.  To be the best, you must go the extra mile!
11. If a math problem uses any formulas in order to solve, always write your formulas for the problem down first.  Then write down all the information that the problem supplies.  Fill in the formula with the known information, and begin to solve for the missing information.

12. Always double check your computations when working problems.  Check along the way; don’t just check at the end.  Even double check when using a calculator.  (It is easy to mispunch a number on a calculator.)

13. When you think you have finished working a problem, go back to the original question to double check “what was asked for.”  Many problems have several steps to solving.  For example, if you were asked to find the volume, did you only find the area?
14. Look to see if your answer makes sense.
